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ABOUT PROPHECY

¥ 1 have been reading your
BA® booklet called 'The Book of
Revelation Unveiled at Last," and I'm
still left confused as to where we
stand in Bible prophecy. What comes
" first? The disease epidemics, or the
;amines, or World War HI? Maybe |
just don’t get the full picture. What is
next in line for the earth? Can you teli
me?”’

¢ |t is difficult to pin down
i exacily where, at any given

moment, we stand in the devel-

opment of Bible prophecy. While

there are many very specific proph-
egcies of particular events in the
Jitle, we must also realize that
prophecy generalizes about many
end-time conditions, The events of
the Olivet prophecy (Matt. 24, Luke
21, Mark 13) and the correlating
events of Revelation show a general
picture of what will happen prior to
the return of Jesus Christ: False
prophets, wars, disease epidemics,
‘amines and other prophesied
events actually began in the first
century of the Christian eral There
appears to be a certain duality or
duplication of events involved. Ali of
the above-mentioned factors were
present to one degree or ancther
prior 1o the destruction of Jerusa-
lem in A.D. 70. However, the pros-
pect of the tota! annihilation of
numan life was not possible then—
in fact, it was not possible until re-
cently, with the ushering in of the
atomic age. it is to this end-time age
that Jesus was referring when He
said: “And if those days had not
been shoriened, no human being
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would be saved" (Matt. 24.22, Re-
vised Standard Version),

[t appears that the same type of
events (wars, pestilence, etc.) will
be repeated, with greater intensity,
just prior to the return of Jesus
Christ. Even now we see such
events occurring throughout the
world. Such happenings will stead-
fly build in intensity and culminate
in one last final war, false prophst,
famine and earthgquake just tefore
Christ sets foot on the Mount of
Olives to take over the kingdoms of
this world. They cannot, however,
be placed in a neat package cr cnea-
two-three order. There is a certain
amcunt of overlap. It is a mistaks to
attempt to be toc specific in dis-
cerning the fulfiltment of certain
procphetic events. The main lesson
in prophecy is that Christians
should be prepared at all times by
maintaining a close relationship
with God so that when these events
begin to happen their salvation will
be assured in Christ. (For more on
this subiect, write for the free book-
lets The Book of Revelation Un-
veiled at Last! and The United
States and Britain in Prophecy.)

"There are two accounts of the
% second coming in the New
Testament. The first account says
Jesus will come ‘as a thief in the
night,” and in the second account He
will ‘come in the clouds of glory, and
every eye shall see him.” Now, which
one (if any) can we believe?”

Revelation 1:7 ("'Behold, he

is coming with the ciouds,
and every eye will see him™) refers
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to the manner of Christ's coming.
The statement that “the day of the
Lord will come like & thief in the
night” (I Thess. 5:2; Il Pet. 3:10)
refers to the time of his coming. He
will arrive like a thief—at a time no
cne expects. The context of | Thes-
salonians 5:2 shows this: "But as to
the times and the seasons, breth-
ren, ycu have no need io have any-
thing written to you. For you
yourselves know well that the day
of the Lord will come like a thief in
the night.”

There is no contradiction be-
tween these two concepts: Christ
will arrive in a dramatic, obvious
manner (Matt, 24:28-31), but the
fime of this coming is known only to
God the Father (Matt. 24:36) and it
will take many by surprise just like a
thief in the night,

| A while ago you people ran an
WS articte intimating that prophecy
is conditicnal in certain instances.
Could you please elaborate?”

Yes, certain parts of the pro-
Beewd phetic writings are condi-
tional, although some prophecies
such as those predicting Christ’s
second coming and the utopian mik-
fennial reign are unconditicnal.

God gives man a choice; if we
repent He will have mercy on us.
Leviticus 26 illustrates this prin-
ciple. It enumerates the blessings
and curses prophesied to come
upon ancient lsrael according to
whether or not they kept the cov-
enant God made with them.

The same concept is found In
Deuteronomy 29 and 30: "When all
these things come upcn you, the
blessing and the curse, which |
have set before you, and you call
them t¢ mind ameong all the nations
where the Lord your God has
driven you, and return to the Lord
your God, you and your children,
and obey his voice in all that | com-
mand you this day, with all your
heart and with all your soul; then
the Lord your God will restore your
fortunes, and have compassion
upon you, and he will gather you
again from all the peoples where
the Lord your God has scattered
you.... and he wil make you
more prosperous and numerous
than your fathers . . . . And the Lord
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your God will put all these curses
upon your foes and enemies who
persecuted you . ... for the Lord
will again take delight in prospering
you, as he took delight in your
fathers, if you obey the voice of the
Lord your God...with all your
heart and with all your soul"” (Deut.
30:1-10).

The entire book of Jonah is an
account of how God sent one of His
prophets to the ancient city of Nine-
veh to warn them of their impending
doom if they did not mend their
ways. They repenied and “‘pro-
claimed & fast, and put on sack-
cloth, from the greatest of them 10
the least of them' (Jonah 3:5). And
“When God saw what they did, how
they turned from their evil way, God
repented of the evil which he had
said he would do to them; and he
did not do it (verse 10).

Another example of the outcome
of prophecy being delayed by re-
pentance is found in il Chronicles
32, God had miraculously healed
Hezekiah of a fatal disease, "But
Hezekiah did not make return ac-
cording to the bensfit done to him,
for his heart was proud. Therefore
wrath came upon him. and Judah
and Jerusalem'' (verse 25). God
told him, "Behold, the days are
coming, when all that is in your
house . . . shall be carried to Baby-

(Il Kings 20:17).

lon; nothing shall be left..."”
“But Hezekiah
humbled himself for the pride of his
heart, both he and the inhabitants
of Jerusalem, so that the wrath of
the Lord did not come upon them in
the days of Hezekiah" (Il Chron.
32:26). Again, when a naticn or in-
dividual repents, God has mercy on
them.

“Inn some of your booklets that
. deal with prophecy of the fu-
ture you seem to indicate a belief
that the end of the age and Christ's
return may occur within five to ten
years from now. Many sources claim
Adam was created in 4004 B.C. Since
God marked out a 6000-year period
hefore Christ's millennial rule, would
this not put Christ's return date some
time in the year 19967

There has been much specu-
lation about the precise time
of Jesus’ return to this earth. World
conditicns would seem to indicate
that we are living near the close of
an age. Many of man's global prob-
lems seem to have reached the
point of no return. Environmental
destruction, the capacity for total
war, rapid and continuing eco-
nomic breakdown, and the moral
and social problems of modern so-
ciety amount to sirong evidence

that Christ must socon intervene 1o
save man from himself (Matt. 24:22,
Moffatt).

But we cannot know just when
Christ will return. No man knows
the day or the hour of that momen-
tous event (Matt. 24:36). We cannot
set dates for the fuifiiment of major
prophetic events, since such dates
are not revealed in biblical chronol-
ogy. And there is even a great deal
of disagreement among scholars
and experts as 1o the exact dates
for key past events such as the cre-
ation and Neah’s flood.

- "'In David Jon Hill's article,

4 ‘What the World Needs Is
Hope it was stated that God plans to
expand His family for eternity by add-
ing sons and daughiers. Will Ged do
this by spiritual creation as He cre-
ated the angels, or is this given for us
to know (I Cor. 2:9)7”

| The concept that God will
Bl continue to expand His family
for eternity is a very logical infer-
gnce drawn frem lIsaiah 9:7, a
prophecy of Christ which states:
“Of the increase of his government
and of peace there will be no
end. .

Some have speculated that when
we are immortal spirit beings, sons
of God in His family, we will have a
part in exiending God's Kingdom
throughout the universe. Perhaps
God will create other human beings
on other planets in the universe
who will then be afforded an oppor-
tunity to become members of God's
family as we were. Dslailed specif-
ics about the next life are few and
far between in the Bible, but we are
procmised; ... make all things
new" (Rev. 21:5).

“tn the article on ‘The God
@AY Family’ the author mentions
God’s '7.000- -year plan for earth.’
Would you please explain what he
means by this?”

Up until now God has allowed
i approximately 6,000 years for
humamty to write the pemful lesson
of “deing its own thing''—going its
own way without the revealed
knowledge of its Creator. -
A study of biblical chronology in-
dicates that Adam and Eve (our first
parents) were created about 4,000




years before Christ (Gen. 5, 10;

| Chron, 1-9; Matt. 1; Luke 3). And

aimost another 2,000 vyears have
elapsed since the time of Christ's
birth—totaling nearly 8,000 years of
human civilization to date.

And the Bible tells us that shortly
after the appearance of Christ on
this earth again, a psaceful, uto-
pian, 1,000-year reign hegins
on this planet (Rev. 20:1-10; Isa.
11).

These two general spans of tme
(approximately 6,000 years of
man's rule; approximately 1,000
years of God's rule) add up to a
period of about 7,000 years.

Further, the 7,000-year concept

comes from an analogy between

the perfsct weekly cycle (seven
days) and the apparent 6,000 years
allotted to mankind prior to the mil-
lennium.

We must realize that even though
the saints will live and reign with
Shrist for 1,000 years (Rev. 20:4),
there is still an undetermined period
of time allowed affer the miliennium
during which Satan will be lcosed
and the Great White Throne ludg-
ment will take place (Rev. 20:11-
12). This span of time is in addition
to the 1,000-year period,

Tne main biblical indication of a
7000-year plan is the evidence pro-
vided by the millennium as a type of
God’s rest or Sabbath (compare
levelation 20 and Hebrews 4). If
the miliennium represents a “'Sab-
bath,” then it would be logically
preceded by six similar 1,000-year
“days.”

il Peter 2:8 provides a basis for
setting the length of each millennial
day: . ... One day is with the Lord
as [Greek: hos] a thousand years,
ind a thousand years as [hos] one
day.” But we need to realize that
even if we understand this as a lit-
eral statement regarding a 7,000-
year plan, it is not giving us a pre-
cise, measured duration.

Why not? Because hAgs befors
numerals denotes ‘‘nearly,””

“about,” "approximately.” Com-
pare its usage in Mark 5:13, “about
two thousand”; Mark 8:9, “about
four thousand” John 6:19, “about
five and twenty or thirty”; John

21.8, "as it were two hundred cu-
hits”; Acts 13:18, 20; “about the
time of forty vyears...about the

space of four hundred and fifty
years.”

The biblical meaning behind
man's 6,000-year peried of human
history, marked by costly trial and
error plus ignorancé and rejection
of God's revealed Word, is carefully
explained in our booklet titled Why
Were You Born?

Y ‘What is the scriptural basis
4 for your statements which
classify the white horses of Revela-
tion 19:11-14 as symbolic?"

The book of Revelation is
filled with symbelism. (This is
so true of the book of Zechariah
in the Oid Testament.) God often
uses symbols to create a certain
fimeless imagery in the prophetic
sections of His Word.

In Revelation 19 we find quite [ib-
eral use of such imagery. or sym-
bolism. For example, verse 2 uses
the term "fornication” to represent
an illicit pofitical relationship be-

tween the great false church

(symbolically called the “‘great
whore’) and the governmenis of
this world.

in verse 7 the "'Lamb’’ represents
Jesus Christ (John 1:29). Verse 15
centains the imagery of a sharp
sword -proceeding from Christ's
mouth. Rather than a fiteral sword,
this sword represents the Word of
God (Heb. 4:12).

Now, regarding the white horses,
we must realize that physical
norses are confined to this earth.
They are made of flesh and do not
dwell in heaven. So we may deduce
one of two things: 1) the horses
are spirtual, or 2) they are sym-
bolic.

Since the rest of the chapter, and

indeed the book, ‘deals heavily
in symbotism, it would appear
that the fatter is also the case

here.

“Are we headed for a time of
; worldwide national catas-
trophes'? Is this what Jesus meant in
Matthew 24, when he said, ‘Al these
are the beginning of sorrows’? Is the
worst yet to come?”

. The answer is an emphatic
| “'YES."' Bible prophecy
speaks of a time of worsening

- Suitant

worldwide national conditions af-
fecting all nations, but specifically
singling out the peoples of the
English-speaking world.

God, through the pen of the
prophet Ezekiel, forewarned that
fully two thirds of our people were
to perish by warfare, catastrophic
weather calamities, famines and re-
disease epidemics (read
Ezekiel 5:12). However, the prophet
never reached ancfent Israel with
this prophecy. Those pecple had
gone into captivity well over a hun-
dred years before his time. Ezekiel
5:12 is for us today. The clear, un-
mistakable proof of our national
identity may be obtained by writing

. for our FREE book The United States

and Britain in Prophiecy.

Most Bible prophecy is duai. The
horrible penalties for disobadience
listed in Leviticus 26 and Deutercon-
omy 28—as well as the first chapter
of Joel—not only were inflicted
upon ancient Israel, but are pro-
phetic for the near future.: These
punishments are to fall on our peo-
ples around the world today—bar-
ring a much-needed national
repentance.

MY “'Everyone at one time or an-
other has heard that God gives
warning before He sends punish-
ment—that those who heed the warn-
ing will be spared the cataclysm. On
the other hand, nearly all the apos-
tfes died by violent means. How are
the violent deaths of so many
repentant explained in light of
thig?”

The scripture you are proba-
bly basing your first state-
ment on is Amos 3:7: "Surely the
Lord God does nothing, without re-
vaaling his secret to his servanis
the prophets.”

Bible prophecies are sometimes
general cverall warnings tc a natfon
as a whole,

God alsc gives a general overall
warning to Christians. He states
through the apostie Paul that “all
who desire to live a godly life in
Christ Jesus will be parsecuted”
(I Tim. 3:12). The apostles them-
selves were practicaliy promised
martyrdom from the outset (see
John 21:18-1¢; 16:1-2; 15:18-21).
So in this sense they were warned,
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but were not delivered from vio-
lence at the hand of unbeiievers.

it is important to realize that there
is a difference between suffering for
righteousness’ sake (I Pet. 1:8-7;
314, 4:12-16) and suffering for
one's perscnal or naticnal sins.
God in His wisdom did allow the
aposties to go through various trials
and even martyrdom for the gos-
pel's sake. This was in spite of the
fact that they were repentant, righ-
tecus servants of His, In contrast,
the entire wicked city of Nineveh
received a reprieve from destruction
when God saw how enthusiastically
they repented. Although these
people were probably not leading
deeply spiritual lives even after
their repentance, God gave them
mercy. _

Reviewing the lives of all of Ged's
servanis as recorded in the Bible, it
is obvious that one's spiritual state
does not necessarily ‘have that
much to do with the physical
course of one's life. One of the
writers of the Psalms observed that
wicked men are often blessed while
righteous men suffer. But he real-
ized that in the end God will see to
it that all these seeming injustices
are equalized {Psalm 73).

§ ~Some scriptures indicate that
e at the time of the end true
Christians wili be persecuted and
even put to death (Rev. 13:7; Matt.
24:9). On the other hand, there are
verses (notably Psalms 91:7-11 and
Revelation 3:10) which promise that
there is a way for true Christians to
escape the trials and tribulations of
that day. How can these apparently
contradictory scriptures be recon-
ciled?”

Psalms ©1:7-13 reads: A
thousanad may fall at your
side; but it will not come near you.
You will only look with your eyes
and see the recompense of the
wicked. Because you have made
the Lord your refuge, the Most High
your habitation, no evil shall befall
yOu, No scourge come near your
tent. For he will give his angels
charge of you to guard you in all
your ways. On their hands they will
bear you up, lest you dash your
foot against a stone. You will tread
on the lion and the adder, the
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young lion and the serpent you will
trample under foot."

These verses, like many in the
Psalms, are written in a poetic liter-
ary style. They express praise for
God’s deliverance, which is de-
scribed in somewhat hyperbolic
language. But by no siretch of the
imagination can this psalm be taken
as a definite promise of God to al-
ways protect every individual Chris-
tian.

As Hebrews, chapter 11, vividly
describes, many righteous people
have been martyred in the past
(Heb. 11:35-38). And many of the
righteous will be killed in the future
{(Hev. 6:9-11). Tradition indicates
that all of the original apostles {with
the possible exception of John)
died violently at the hand of per-
secutors. Even Christ Himself was
crucified.

Revelation 3:10, part of the mes-
sage to the church at Philadelphia,
states: ‘Because you have kept my
word of patient endurance, f will
keep you from the hour of irial
which is coming on the whole
world, to fry those who dwell upon
the earth.” While it is obvious that
this verse cannct be applied univer-
sally to every single Christian, it
does appear to have a definite ap-
plication to “the crisis at the close."
Even then, however, no individual
Christian has a ‘carte blanche”
promise for personal, physical
safety.

Ecclesiastes 9:11 states that
“time and chance'" happen to usall.
If we are caught in the middle of an
accident, a war, or a national disas-
ter, perhaps God wiil have mercy
on us and deliver us from our trou-
bles. But again, He may chocse, in
His perfect wisdom, to lst us live
through such ftrials cr allow us to
die as a result of them.

But does this imply that God is in
some way remiss to aflow such
things to occcur? lsaiah 57:1-2
reads: “The righteous man per-
ishes, and nc one tays it to heart,
devout men are taken away, while
no one understands. [But] the righ-
teous man is taken away from
calamity, he enters into peace; they
rest in their beds who walk in up-
rightress.” So even death can be a
haven from this world’s troubles.

But where does this leave the av-
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erage Christian hoping for some
form of security to hang on to in
this unstable time? Notice Paul's
personal example. He experienced
a great number of devastating per-
scnal trials (see il Cor. 11:23-28),
but he never lost faith. He had his
mind set on the only réally definite
promise of salvation recorded in
Scripture—the promise of the resur-
rection. He was able to say: “I
count everything as loss because of
the surpassing worth of knowing
Christ Jesus my Lord. For his sake |
have suffered the loss of all things,
and count them as refuse, in order
that | may gain Christ and be found
in him . .. that | may know him and
the powser of his resurrection, and
may share his sufferings, becoming
like him in his death, that if cossible
I may attain the resurrecticn of the
dead” (Phil. 3:8-11).

Paul valued being a Christian,
and being abfe to preach the mes-
sage Christ had given him, overand
above his own life. He knew that
whatever happened to him physi-
caily, he would eventually be resur-
rected to immortal life. This kind of
salvation is what Christians today
ought to be pinning their hopes aon,
rather than some type of physical
deliverance which may or may not
materialize. O
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